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This Paper does not seek to bring under its purview all the Foundations of the Christian Faith; even if that is possible to do so, there may not be full concord regarding its complete list, not to mention subtle differences in doctrine and dogma to which all may not agree; but in keeping with the Theme of this Conference in  IMITATING CHRIST, it hopes to select the more basic Foundations of the Christian Faith, not to study them as such, but rather to remind ourselves of them and some of the practical implications arising from our confession to these beliefs and doctrines, so as to challenge us to take a fresh look at the basis of what we currently practise or not practise in relation to these Foundations of the Faith, not necessarily comprehensively nor exhaustively, but enough to stimulate us to re-examine the justification for the existence of certain prevailing trends in our assemblies.

But before we launch ourselves to tackle this challenging task, let us restrict the perimeter of our discussion on the Foundations of the Faith to that of "the Faith" (Gk. pisteuo with the article) as in the following references: 


(All quotations in this Paper are from KJV)

(1) 
"Examine yourselves...in THE FAITH" 
- IICor.13:5 
- Check it.

(2) 
"Established in THE FAITH"
- Col.2:7    
- Confirm it.

(3) 
"Stand fast in THE FAITH"
- I Cor.16:13 
- Consolidate it.

(4) 
"Continue in THE FAITH"
- Col. 1:23  
- Continue in it.

(5) 
"Be sound in THE FAITH"
- Tit.1:13   
- Correct in it.

(6) 
"Keep that which is committed to thy trust...


“which some have erred concerning THE FAITH
 - I Tim.6:20, 21 
- Committed to it

(7) 
"Contend for THE FAITH"
- Jude 3
- Contend for it.


and at least 25 other such-like occurrences in the New Testament, which refer to "that which is believed; body of faith or belief, doctrine" (Arndt) as distinct from saving faith (e.g. Rom.10:13-17) or the general usage of the word associated with trust.

Therefore in dealing with the Foundations of the Faith, we are referring to the fundamental doctrines that we all confess to, and which constitute that body of faith or belief for which we stand, and for which the early church fathers and polemicists of the day argued out in their ecumenical councils to formulate the declarations that we adhere to today such as the plenary inspiration 

We shall commence therefore with the Fundamental Truth of the Scriptures which serves as the very Foundation of Christian Faith, be it a reference to Saving Faith (Rom.10:17) or Doctrinal Faith (II Tim. 3:16). Then we shall proceed to discuss our subscription to the Doctrine of the Divine Persons in the Trinity, and how they relate to Christ in particular so that we may IMITATE HIM, together with the practical implications of such confession.

I M I T A T I N G   C H R I S T

I. 
CHRIST AND THE SCRIPTURES

A. 
CHRIST'S TREATMENT OF THE SCRIPTURES.

1.
He Believed that the Scriptures Concerned Him.   
Lk.24:25-27, 44


"...All the Scriptures, the things concerning Himself"

2. 
He Employed the Scriptures Comprehensively. 
Lk.24:27


"All that the prophets have spoken...and beginning from Moses,


 and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures..."

3. 
He Applied the Scriptures Conclusively.     
Mt. 4:3-11


"It is written..."

4. 
He Read the Scriptures Customarily.      
Lk.4:16


"As His custom was, He went into the synagogue, on the sabbath day, and stood up to read."

B. OUR TREATMENT OF THE SCRIPTURES.


Our Confession that "ALL Scripture is God-breathed, and is  profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God might be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (II Tim.3:16,17) and having the Example of Christ as demonstrated above, should lead us to the following considerations:-

1. 
Laying the Foundation of the Word

a. 
Through a Comprehensive Coverage of all sections.


Cf. Lk.24:25-27, 44 (the OT); Jn. 14:26; 16:13 (the NT). 
Note: "all", cf. Acts 20:27

b. 
Through a Systematic Study at all levels. 


Cf. II Tim. 2:15 - Working with tools and dividing rightly.

c. 
Through a Reliable Review of all things heard and read.


Cf. Acts 17:11 - Ability to verify for oneself the correctness of what one hears and reads:

i) 
Just the text 
or the context?

ii) 
Application 
or Interpretation?

iii) 
Allegorical  
or Literal?

iv) 
Devotional  
or Biblical?

v) 
Prophetical 
or Past?

2. 
Living out the Faith taught in the Word

a. 
In the Public Instruction of Scriptures.
I Tim. 4:13 cf. Neh .8:1-8 - Versions a Problem?

b. 
In the Personal Inculcation of "Students".
Acts 18:26 - Correction, an unpopular task?

c. 
In the Prototypical Inspiration to our Sheep.
I Tim.3:2; I Thes. 2:8, 9 - Elders as "apt to teach"?

d. 
In the Practical Invigoration of Sacred Writ.  Jas. 2:22-25 - Know and Do; Know and Live.

3. 
Leading our Flock to the Christ of the Word.

a. 
Enlightening the OT Pictures foreshadowing Christ? (Moses)

b. 
Expounding the OT Prophecies concerning Christ? (Prophets)

c. 
Explaining
 the OT Psalms portraying Christ? (Psalms)

There was a time in the past when the believers in our assemblies (including the younger generation) were known not only to know their Scriptures well, but also to handle them efficiently for which they were much respected by those around.  They stood up for what they believed in and they were committed to The Faith.  Today there is much uncertainty in their readiness "always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear".  (IPet.3:15) Is this a fair observation? If so, what are the causes, and what are the remedies? 

Also there seems to be a concentration of teaching from the New Testament to the omission of the Old from the pulpit, thus, creating a vacuum for a fuller understanding of New Testament truths as well as an over-emphasis on the devotional aspects of Christian living to the detriment of a sound knowledge of foundational doctrines.  Or has it been the other way round?  Either extreme brings poor results, how can we ensure a fruitful balance?

II. 
CHRIST AND GOD THE FATHER

A.  
CHRIST'S `TREATMENT' OF THE FATHER.

1. 
His Relationship with the Father.


a. 
Substantially, Equal with the Father in Essence.
Jn.10:30; Phil 2:6

b. 
Humanly, Ranked "below" the Father in Role.

Phil.2:7, 8; Heb.2:9

c. 
Ultimately, Subject to the Father's Supremacy.

I Cor.15:28


"That GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL".

2. 
His Relation to the Father.


Jn. 17


God is ever "His Father" (vv. 1, 5, 21, 24), "Holy Father" (11), "Righteous Father" (25)


- the nature and distinct roles of the Persons in the Godhead, etc 

B.  CHRIST'S TEACHING CONCERNING THE FATHER.

1. 
Our Relationship with the Father: the Father is Supreme.

a. 
In Prayer: we pray to the Father.

Mt. 6:9; Jn. 14:13, 16; 15:16; Eph. 2:18

b. 
In Praise (Worship): 
we worship the Father.
Jn. 4:24



we worship the Son.
Rev. chs. 4, 5



we worship in the Spirit.
Jn.4:24


Our occupation these days with the Equality of the Father and Son - coequal, coeternal and consubstantial - seems to rob us of our correct perspective of the relationship that exists between Father and Son to the extent that we attribute to Them inter-changeable roles and address them accordingly in our prayer and praise; and even when teaching and preaching about the Father and Son in public we grow careless in our references to Them and become vague in effect as to which Person we really mean. 

Is this a justifiable observation?  Please comment.

III. 
CHRIST AND GOD THE SON

A. 
THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST 

1.
His Sovereignty.
a. 
He Accepted Lordship

Jn. 13:13; Jn. 20:28

b. 
He was Acclaimed Lord.



i) 
At His Birth.
Lk. 2:11

ii) 
At His Resurrection.
Jn. 20:28

iii) 
At Pentecost.
Acts 2:36

c. 
He was Addressed Lord.
By His disciples

Jn. 21:7, 15-17, 20, etc
d. 
He is Acknowledged Lord.
By the Believer

Rom. 10:9; Acts 16:31

e. 
He will be Accorded Lordship.


Phil. 2:11; Rev.19:16

2. 
His Humility.
a.
Though of Same Substance with God, yet learned He obedience.
Phil. 2:5-8

"Who, being in the form of God..., He humbled Himself 

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." 




b.
Though He is the Son of God, yet learned He obedience.
Heb.5:8

"Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered"


B. 
THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST - our Obedient Responsibility.
cf. Lk.6:46

1. 
To be Confessed in Salvation.




Rom. 10:9; Acts 16:31; I Cor. 12:3

a. 
Preach Christ as Saviour   
- Believe and Baptize  
}Mt. 28: 

b. 
Teach   Christ as Sovereign 
- Obey and Observe  
}  19, 20.

2. 
To be Addressed in Salutation and Supplication.

a. 
In Salutation, is He, Master, Lord or Friend? 


Jn. 13:13; 15:15

b. 
In Supplication, is He Father, Lord or Jesus?  

 
14:13, 14; 15:16; 16:23, 24

3. 
To be Professed in our Observance of...

a. 
The Lord's Supper in Worship.
I Cor. 11:23-34

b. 
The Lord's Table in Fellowship.
I Cor. 10:16-22


c. 
The Lord's Day in Stewardship.
Rev. 1:10

4. 
To be Impressed in our Congregation
a. 
The Necessity of Obedience.

Lk.6:46

b. 
The Need for Observance.

Matt. 28:19, 20; also 


i) 
The Sign of Submission for men.

{I Cor.11:2-16


ii) 
The Symbol of Subordination for women.
{I Tim.2:8-15

5. 
To be Expressed in our Oversight.
Cf. I Pet. 5:1-4

a. 
In the Plurality of Shepherds.
v. 1

b. 
In the Equality of Shepherds.
v. 1

c. 
In the Sovereignty of the Chief Shepherd. 
v. 4

It seems that these days the Christian's reverence for the Lordship of Christ in his life and the Headship of Christ in the Church have to a large extent been diluted by contemporary social mores which tend to creep their way subtly into the Fellowship and Leadership of the church so as to influence the conduct and thinking of not only its members, but also its leaders, to the extent that certain decisions, are made based more on these social norms rather than the clear teaching of Scriptures. Is this a justifiable observation? Your views are valued.

IV. 
CHRIST AND GOD THE SPIRIT

A. 
CHRIST'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE SPIRIT.

1. 
The Spirit's Relationship to Christ:


a. 
The Holy Spirit is to Testify of Christ.
Jn. 15:26

b. 
The Holy Spirit is to Glorify Christ.
Jn. 16:14

c. 
The Holy Spirit is to Magnify Christ's. 
Jn. 16:14, 15

2. 
The Spirit's Relationship to us.


God the Father and Christ sent the Spirit:  
Jn. 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7

a. 
to be our Paraclete to Lift us up
Jn. 14:16, 18; 16:7

b. 
to be His Presence to Live in us
Jn. 14:16, 17

c. 
to be our Pedagogue to Lead us into all truth. 
Jn. 14:26; 16:13

d. 
to be our Power to Liven us up.
Acts 1:8; Eph. 5:18-21

B. 
OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SPIRIT.

	1.
	To Keep the Unity of the Spirit.
	Eph. 4:3
	Consider the Lack of understanding in and among our assembly/assemblies.

	2.
	To be Filled with the Spirit
	Eph. 5:18
	Choice of Leaders filled with their own commitments. ct. Acts

	3.
	To Grieve not the Holy Spirit
	Eph.4:30
	Committed Life that can be exemplary not evidenced.



	4.
	To Pray in the Spirit.
	Eph. 6:18
	Comparatively more reliance on systems, organisations and ad-hoc decisions rather than the Commitment to much Prayer in decision-making.

	5.
	To Quench not the  Spirit.
	I Thes. 5:19
	Conservatism and tradition in stumbling the development of new gifts.


(1) 
Are the observations in the right column above justified?

(2) 
For fear of charismatic teaching and practices creeping in‑to the assembly, 

are we countering such by giving less or no teaching on the active role of the Spirit in livening up our Worship, 

in empowering our Ministry 

and in rejuvenating and reviving individual Christians? 

Conclusion:

There are many other Foundations of the Faith which require our consideration. But suffice with the above to evaluate ourselves honestly before the Lord as to whether we have allowed other factors over the passage of time to crowd these basic Foundations of the Faith to lead us away into doing things our own way. There is a need to return to such self-examination from time to time even if we come away with the conclusion that we have still been faithful to the charge the Lord has committed to us as we seek to IMITATE HIM and follow in His foosteps. (I Pet. 2:21)

This Paper does not seek to sit at judgment any assembly or individual. God forbid.  For all that matters we may even conclude that the observations are not justified. The underlying intention is to open up our vista to take a fresh look at ourselves and the things around us to remind us of the solemn and sacred trust that has been committed to us by the Lord.


”O Timothy, guard most carefully your divine commission.  Avoid the Godless mixture of contradictory notions which is falsely known as "knowledge" - some have followed it and lost their faith.


Grace be with you."

(I Tim. 6:20, 21, JB Phillips)

